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Census Scientific Advisory Committee (CSAC) 

Differential Privacy Virtual Meeting 

 Minutes of May 25, 2021 
(11:00am – 2:30pm) 

Advisory Committee Members: 

Name Email Committee Location Attendance 

Census Scientific Advisory 
Committee 

14 

Allison Plyer allisonp@datacenterresearch.org CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Andrew Samwick Andrew.A.Samwick@dartmouth.edu CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Deborah Balk Deborah.Balk@baruch.cuny.edu CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Frank Jay Breidt FJay.Breidt@colostate.edu CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Thomas Brunell tbrunell@gmail.com CSAC Virtual ☒ 

William Clark wac34@PSU.edu CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Jeff Lower jlower@quantumspatial.com CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Jessica McKellar jesstess@pilot.com CSAC Virtual ☐ 

Juan Pablo Hourcade juanpablo-hourcade@uiowa.edu CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Krishna Rao krishnar@zillow.com CSAC Virtual ☐ 

Kunal Talwar kunal@kunaltalwar.org CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Llewellyn M. Fischer llewellynfischer@aol.com CSAC Virtual ☐ 

Mario Marazzi marazzi.m@gmail.com CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Joe D. Whitley 
jwhitley@bakerdonelson.com; 
hhampton@bakerdonelson.com 

CSAC Virtual ☐ 

Richelle Winkler rwinkler@mtu.edu CSAC Virtual ☒ 

John Czajka jczajka@mathematica-mpr.com CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Kathryn L.S. Pettit kpettit@urban.org CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Kristin Anderson Moore kmoore@childtrends.org CSAC Virtual ☒ 

Presenters and SMEs:    Tommy Wright, Designated Federal Officer, CSAC 

Dr. Allison Plyer, Chair of CSAC 
  Michael Hawes, ADRM Directorate 
  Matthew Spence, Population Division 
  Rolando Rodriguez, Center for Enterprise Dissemination 
F. Jay Breidt, CSAC Member

Advisory Committee Branch: 
Kimberly Leonard 
Shana Banks 
Tony Ellis 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:00 AM by Tommy Wright, Designated Federal Officer for CSAC. 

AGENDA: See below 
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Action Items / Information Requests / Follow up: 
 

• CSAC requests an update on the progress of the tool research and development, either to the DP working 
group or the full CSAC as appropriate. 

 

• CSAC recommends that the Bureau continue its efforts to regularly communicate updates and engage 
various user groups during the decision-making process for setting the privacy-loss budget (PLB) and its 
allocation. CSAC also recommends that the Bureau actively engage with the stakeholder community. 

 

• CSAC also recommends that the Bureau communicate the factors used by the Data Stewardship Executive 
Policy (DSEP) Committee to set the PLB (“level of epsilon”). 

 

• CSAC requests an update on the progress of the tool research and development, either to the DP working 
group or the full CSAC as appropriate. 

 

• CSAC recommends that the Bureau include more information about the range and pattern of error in 
releases of the Detailed Summary Metrics for future sprint cycles.  

 

• The proposed date for the CSAC 2021 Fall Virtual Meeting is September 23-24, 2021. 

 
Deliberation/Presentation/Adjournment: The Committee deliberated at 1:20 PM online to discuss and develop 
recommendations.  The meeting reconvened after deliberations in which the Differential Privacy Virtual Meeting 
recommendations were presented at 2:20 PM.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM by Tommy Wright, 
Designated Federal Officer of CSAC. 



MEETING AGENDA 
 

Census Scientific Advisory Committee – Differential Privacy Virtual Meeting 
U.S. Census Bureau 

May 25, 2021 
11:00am – 2:30pm ET 

Teleconference Number: 1-888-469-2085 
Passcode: 2886934 

WebEx Link: (Click Here) 
 

 

Tuesday, May 25, 2021 Location: Virtual Meeting 
 

11:00 AM Opening Remarks 
Tommy Wright, Designated Federal Officer, Census Scientific Advisory 
Committee 
Chair Remarks 
Dr. Allison Plyer, Chair, Census Scientific Advisory Committee 

 

11:15 AM Introduction to the DAS Research and Metrics Evaluation 
Presenters: Michael Hawes, ADRM Directorate 

Matthew Spence, Population Division 
Committee Discussion 
 

11:45 AM Research on Alternatives to Differential Privacy 
 Presenters:  Michael Hawes, ADRM Directorate 
             Rolando Rodriguez, Center for Enterprise Dissemination  

Committee Discussion 
 

12:15 PM *BREAK* 

 
12:25 PM Differential Privacy Working Group Deliverable – Task 1-3 (New Data Release) 

Working Group Deliverables: F. Jay Breidt, CSAC Member 
 

1:05 PM PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

1:20 PM CSAC Committee Discussion and Formulation of Differential Privacy 
Recommendations 
Moderator: Dr. Allison Plyer, Chair, Census Scientific Advisory Committee 

2:20 PM Presentation of Differential Privacy Virtual Meeting Recommendations 

Presenter: Dr. Allison Plyer, Chair, Census Scientific Advisory Committee 

2:30 PM Meeting Adjourned 
Tommy Wright, Designated Federal Officer 

 

Connect with us 
@uscensusbureau 

https://uscensus.webex.com/uscensus/onstage/g.php?MTID=e351f8ffcb2e21b2437a649a206a6d8d3
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